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Gaps in A Rose for Emily
When one thinks of literature, authors and text are usually the two things that rush into the person's mind. The though is usually revolves around the literary works that authors use, and they decide to use their words or rather text to paint a picture that they want to the reader. This fact suggests that readers are not usually important in literature, but that is not the case according to reader-response theory that suggests readers are just as important as the authors. The theory suggests that readers also form an active part in the creation of literature. The meaning of a text, according to the theory, always exists somewhere between the author's words in the book and the mind of the reader. This still generates thoughts and sometimes gaps that the reader may have no answer to. "A Rose for Emily" clearly depicts the aspect of a gap in several instances. As such, the paper will seek to identify these gaps in the short story and how they impact the reader's interpretation.
The first instance of a gap is at the opening sentence and the response that one can quickly have. The sentence introduces the readers to who Miss Emily was and the attitude of society towards her and shows the many gaps in Miss Emily's identity and isolation. Everyone in the town attended her funeral, and some women driven by their curiosity went even to Miss Emily's house to see how she lived (Faulkner, 2012). All these happen despite the fact that she had not been visited in ten years, but their attendance is out of respect for an extinct institution. These sentiments given by the townspeople leave the reader wondering what Miss Emily's true identity was. While alive, she had been a tradition, a duty, and care which was her hereditary obligation to the town. But this still does not bring out Emily's true identity, who at some point in her life spent ten years in isolation. As such, the reader is left with a clear gap whose filling is only through piecing together the unconnected segments.
Miss Emily's isolation for ten years also kindles another gap whereby the reader wonders if it was self-imposed or it was a punishment. The narrator tells us that "no visitor had passed since she ceased giving china-painting lessons eight or ten years earlier." When giving these painting services, Miss Emily was forty, and she did for a period of six or seven years before bowing out (Faulkner, 2012). The bowing out might have been caused by her father's death or the disappearance of her sweetheart but what may disqualify them is the fact that Miss Emily had a passion for painting that could not be replaced by anything. Also, there is the aspect of being hated by the townspeople who may have abused her after her father's death, and the disappearance of her sweetheart might have sent her into isolation. The issue as such remains a gap until the reader comes closer to the closing scene.   
In conclusion, it is evident that a gap has an impact in the reader’s interpretation of a story. Authors usually avail events in their books in a systematic manner that sometime do not reveal the cause of that event thus leaving the reader to have all sorts of thoughts concerning the event. The author may opt to reveal the cause in later chapters or decide to let the reader wonder on how to piece together the unconnected segments to fill the gap. As such, gap can be argued as a perfect way by which the author can capture the attention of the reader since it makes a story interesting.
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